Posted by Carol Thurn,

NDDOT Program Manager

June 02, 2014

Advisory Group
Hello: North Dakota is putting together an Advisory Group for our motorcycle program.
1. If your state has an Advisory Group could you tell me how they help you manage the state
program?
2. If you have policies or guidelines for them to follow would you be willing to share?
3. What entities are involved?
4. How many members do you have?
ND has never had an Advisory Group in the past, any help would be appreciated.
GEORGIA
Hey, Carol,
Below you'll find the policy for GA on a motorcycle advisory group.
However, here are some of my hind-sight thoughts:
a) Use everything EXCEPT #4. On the theoretical level #4 sounds great. However, on the practical level, I
found it too restrictive (and I wrote it, mea culpa).
b) Keep them updated on a regular basis outside of the scheduled meetings. A quick, regular, email
letting them know what's going on will go a long way.
c) Get them involved in projects by giving them something active to do.
d) Invite them to other events like updates, training, press conferences, safety days, shows, etc. even if
not motorcycle related.
375-7-4-.04 Advisory Committee Standards
(1) The Advisory Committee shall be composed of seven (7) members, at least three (3) of whom shall
be active motorcycle riders possessing a valid Class M Georgia driver's license.
(2) The Committee shall serve in an advisory capacity and assist in the development, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of the Motorcycle Safety Program. The Committee shall make
recommendations as to the criteria for certification of Instructors, certification of program sponsors,
course content and curricula, approval of course completion requirements and provide advice as to the
issuance of rules and regulations governing the Motorcycle Safety Program.
(3) The members of the Committee shall be recommended by the Program Administrator, approved by
the Commissioner, and appointed by the Division Director for Customer Service, Licensing and Records.
(4) Appointees to the Committee shall include:
(a) A motorcycle dealer licensed in Georgia, a representative of a motorcycle manufacturer, or a
representative of a dealer or manufacturer association or similar group within Georgia;
(b) A peace officer holding valid certification from the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training
Council and a valid Class M Georgia driver's license who is active in highway safety;
(c) An educator currently employed by a recognized school district or educational institution in Georgia;
(d) A public member who shall be a member of the general, non-motorcycling public who has legal
residence in Georgia;
(e) An active Georgia motorcyclist with a Class M License;

(f) An incumbent officer of a non-profit motorcycle organization that actively supports and promotes
motorcycle rider education and safety; and
(g) The Program Administrator. The Program Administrator shall chair the committee.
(5) The Division Director for Customer Service, Licensing and Records shall not appoint any person for
whom participation in the Advisory Committee would pose an actual, potential, or apparent conflict of
interest due to the existence of a fiduciary duty or any other relationship that would place the
Appointee in a position to exert undue influence, exploit, or take undue advantage of his or her position
on the Advisory Committee.
(6) All appointees shall have and maintain a satisfactory criminal history and driving history. An
appointee's criminal history is satisfactory if it contains no convictions for any felony or any crime
involving violence, dishonesty, deceit, fraud, indecency or moral turpitude. A satisfactory driving history
is defined as containing no more than three (3) convictions for moving traffic violations as provided in
O.C.G.A. §40-5-56 within the last three (3) years; no unresolved license suspensions imposed pursuant
to O.C.G.A. §40-5-56 for failure to appear; no suspensions imposed pursuant to O.C.G.A. §§40-5-63 or
40-5-67.1 within the last five (5) years; and no habitual violator revocations pursuant to O.C.G.A. §40-558. Each appointee may be subject to annual checks of their criminal and driving histories. For purposes
of this regulation, conviction shall be defined as set forth in O.C.G.A. §§40-5-2 and 40-5-142. /
(7) Committee members' office terms:
(a) With the exception of the Program Administrator and as set forth in paragraph (c), infra, the term of
office for Committee members shall be two (2) years;
(b) Appointments shall become effective on July 1 and end on June 30,
two (2) years later;
(c) In order to stagger the terms of the members, the first terms for members appointed pursuant to
paragraphs (a), (c), and (e) of subsection
(4) following the 2009 revision of this regulation shall be for one (1)
year; and
(d) Any member may be removed, in the discretion of the Department, for any reason and at any time.
(8) The Advisory Committee shall meet quarterly or at the call of the
Program Administrator.
(9) Advisory Committee members shall not receive any remuneration or reimbursement for their
participation on the Committee. Authority: O.C.G.A. Sec. 40-15-3. Filed Date: 6/8/2009 Effective Date:
6/28/2009
~Jim Kelly
NEVADA
Nevada has a Governor appointed advisory board that meets 4 times a year. It consists of two members
of the public, a dealer, an instructor and a peace officer. Their scope is very limited because of the
statute wording. Next year we plan on putting together a more broad based coalition (SMSA guidance
will help).
~Pete Vander Aa

